
Civic Duty versus Civic Responsibility 
 
What is the difference between civic duty and civic responsibility? 
 
Both civic duty and civic responsibility are integral parts of the Albemarle 
High School Service Learning Project.  These two concepts are related, but 
also a bit different. 
 
Civic duties include duties and responsibilities. Civic duties are legally 
enforceable and vary with each state. Citizens must do their duties. Some 
examples of civic duties are obeying the law, serving on a jury, paying taxes, 
and performing service learning for government class (since it’s a 
requirement of the course).  
 
Source:  http://education-portal.com/academy/lesson/civic-duty-definition-
examples.html#lesson 
 
 
Civic responsibility is comprised of actions and attitudes associated with 
democratic governance and social participation. Civic responsibility can 
include participation in government, church, volunteers and memberships of 
voluntary associations. Actions of civic responsibility can be displayed in 
advocacy for various causes, such as political, economic, civil, 
environmental or quality of life issues.  These actions are also a significant 
part of the government class service learning project. 
 
Source:  http://learningtogive.org/papers/paper11.html 
 
 


